This research investigated the students' writing skill on Recount Text at Session 2016 A English Department of STKIP PGRI West Sumatera. Some of them had difficulties in organization, content, grammar, mechanic, and vocabulary. Then, they really need lecturers' guidance in every step of their writing process. Therefore, the independent writing should be applied in each part of their writing process. As consequence, the researcher applied Diary Writing as the focus of research to solve this problem. The purpose was to find whether Diary Writing can improve students' writing skill on Recount Text. The method of research is a classroom action research (CAR). This research was conducted in one cycle, which has six meetings. Researcher used writing test, observation checklist, and field note, as the instruments. The findings of the research showed that the students' writing skill of Recount Text improved through Diary Writing. The implications related to this research, the lecturers are suggested to use Diary Writing to help students to be independent and creative writer and for the next researcher to use Diary Writing in others kinds of texts.
INTRODUCTION
The knowledge around writing skill has been developed by some experts.
However, each of them has different point of view in defining it. The researcher will discuss about the term of writing before explaining about writing skill.
According to Hamp-Lyson in O' Malley and Pierce (1996) writing as an individual act which is the writer takes ideas and transforms them into self-style.
From the theory, writing is defined as an individual behavior that has a specific purpose which the writer takes ideas and transforms them into their own topic and style. Further, Nunan (2003) states that writing is a mental work of inventing, expressing, and organizing ideas in a paragraph in order to be clear for the reader.
In the theory, writing is defined as the process of thinking which are involved inventing the interesting ideas, expressing the ideas in words, and organizing ideas in paragraphs to become a good order based on the writing skill project to be understandable by the reader.
Furthermore, Meyers (2005) states that writing is a process of discovering, organizing, and putting ideas on paper, reshaping, and revising it. In the theory, writing is defined as a process of doing something dealing with problem and difficulty in discovering interesting ideas, organizing and putting them on paper that is appropriate with the writing project. Then, the writing skill product should be reshaped and revised to make it better and understandable by the reader.
Moreover, according to Oshima and Ann (2007) writing is defined as some steps of action that involved thinking of ideas, transferring them into words, and reviewing until satisfied that the writing expresses exactly what the writer wants to say to the reader. In this definition, Oshima and Ann have opinion that writing as a continuation action involved thinking and transferring ideas into words and reviewing them to make it satisfied to be read and express writer ideas exactly.
Based on those definitions, the researcher concludes that writing is some steps of mental action of inventing, organizing, reviewing, editing and revising ideas into words by writer own style with specific purpose to be clear for the reader until the writer satisfied that his writing expresses exactly what he want to say.
The term of writing skill is really important in order to boundary how far the writing ability can be categorized as the skill. According to Brown (2001) writing skill is an ability to write naturally, coherently, grammatically, fluently, authentically and purposively. In this definition, Brown states that writing skill as an ability of writer to write with fluent, as natural as possible with the accuracy of grammar, the coherent and authentic ideas and has clear purpose of writing and reader in mind. Moreover, Hedge (2007) defines writing skill as an ability in using some strategies to manage the writing process. In this definition, Hedge states that the writing strategies are number of activities such as planning goals, generating ideas, organizing information, selecting appropriate word, making a draft, reviewing, editing and revising it.
Furthermore, Amato and Patricia (2003) define writing skill as ability to use some strategies for dealing with the problems in writing process. In this definition, Amato and Patricia have opinion that some strategies such as brainstorming for topic, collecting information for writing the draft, clustering the information, writing the rough draft, consulting with peer or lecturer, and revising it. Based on those definitions, the researcher concludes that writing skill is an ability of writer to write with fluency, as natural as possible with the accuracy of grammar, the coherent and authentic ideas, clear purpose of writing and reader in mind, and using some strategies for dealing with the problems in writing process in order to get the best writing product.
In fact, based on the observation, interview, and result of students' writing, the researcher found that a number of students at session 2016 A English Recount text is a text that tells about events occurred in the past. It is one of texts that help students to develop their experience into writing. According to Wardiman (2005:115) Recount Text is used to tell past events, such as holiday experience, accidents, and activity report. It seems similar with anecdote, but anecdote is used to tell events that are funny and entertaining. Meanwhile, Knapp and Knapp (2005:223) state that Recount Text is the simplyieast text type which tells sequence of events with generic structure such as orientation, events and reorientation. Indeed, it is impossible to tell a story unless we show characters set up in a particular time and place.
Next, Corbett and Julia (2011:49) As the consequence, students' writing skill does not meet expectations for quality.
Those students' problems of writing make them difficult to produce a good writing project. However, students actually can do a better writing if they are taught by an appropriate teaching writing technique. Some lecturers usually tend to use product oriented approach rather that process oriented approach. Actually, students can be more motivated if the lecturer gives them an occasion to be more active, creative, expressive, reactive, reflective, responsible and autonomous through process oriented approach such as Diary Writing.
According to Bolton (2001:11) 
METHODS
This research investigated the students' writing skill on Recount Text. Therefore, the method of research is a Classroom Action Research (CAR) since the researcher intended to improve students' writing skill on Recount Text through Diary Writing.This research was conducted in one cycle, which has six meetings. The researcher was helped by two collaborators. Researcher used writing test, observation checklist, and field note, as the instruments. The participants of this study were students at session 2016 A English Department of STKIP PGRI West Sumatera. The data collections were done as follows: first, the researcher did action research in one cycle which consisted of four steps. They were planning, action, observation, and reflection. Second, the researcher conducted writing test of Recount Text at the end of the first cycle in order to see students' progress in writing. Later, the data would be analyzed by using analytical rubrics from Sarah that has been modified.
FINDING AND DISCUSSION

The Extent to Which Diary Writing Improve Students' Writing Skill of Recount Text
The researcher analyzed the quantitative data which involved the mean score of students' writing test on Recount Text before treatment and after treatment of Diary Writing in first cycle. The mean score was gotten from two collaborators who scored the test. It involved the indicators of writing skill such as organization (generic structure), content, grammar, mechanic and vocabulary.
After analyzing the data, the researcher found that there was an improvement of the students' writing skill on Recount Text through the process of Diary Writing.
The grade from two collaborators as the scorer can be seen below: According to Watkins (2007: 69-102) in active learning, students became active reading because they did five indicators such as: (1) In accordance with the findings of research, the suggestion can be given for the lecturer to help students improving their writing skill by using Diary
Writing. For next researcher, it is suggested to improve students' writing skill through Diary Writing in others kinds of text.
